Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries

256 Figueroa Street #1, Monterey, CA 93940 

(831) 373-5238

www.alliancefisheries.com
October 1, 2008

Paul Michel, Superintendent

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

299 Foam Street

Monterey, CA 93940

Dear Superintendent Michel:

We, the undersigned are either the Presidents, Executive Directors, or regional representatives of our commercial or recreational fishing associations.  Collectively, we represent all sectors of fishing activity within the federal waters of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and nearly every organization.  As we are the leaders of these organizations and associations, we believe that the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary should look to us for designated representatives of the fishing community for the Monterey Sanctuary’s marine protected area process.  We do not believe that the MBNMS should appoint any recreational or commercial fishing representative to the future MPA Work Group who is not clearly supported by us.

Further, you should be aware that we organized in 2000, creating the regional organization, the Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries.  In fact, the ACSF was organized specifically to provide a unified voice of the fishing community for the California Marine Life Protection Act implementation process, and for the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary management plan review, which we knew was bound to include a marine protected area process.  We will, in the near future, provide you with the types of fisheries, other expertises, and specific names of representatives who we feel must be included in the Monterey Bay Sanctuary’s MPA process.  We also believe that our recommendations for the composition of the science team to be used in the MPA process should be given considerable weight for us to feel that the best available science is being used to evaluate the need for, and/or locations and rules for, any future MPAs.

This letter is not being signed, but should you wish to confirm its support by any of us, please feel free to contact us with the information provided below.

Sincerely,

Tom Capen, President




Jeremiah O’Brien, President

Port San Luis Commercial Fishermen’s Association
Commercial Fishing Association of Morro Bay 

TomCapen@yahoo.com




t.jobrien@sbcglobal.net
Mike Ricketts, President




Howard Egan, Monterey Bay Area Representative

Monterey Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Recreational Fishing Alliance

seahawk85@comcast.net



howa@howa.net
Kathy Fosmark, President




Frank Emerson, Director

Moss Landing Commercial Fishermen’s Association
Carmel River Steelhead Association

Kfosmark@aol.com




frankemerson@redshift.com
Roger Thomas, President




Mike Stiller, President

Golden Gate Fishermen’s Association


Santa Cruz Commercial 

suedupvis@aol.com




        Fishermen’s Marketing Association









EMSTILLER@aol.com
Duncan McLean, President



Diane Pleshner-Steel, Executive Director 

Pillar Point Commercial Fishermen’s Association
California Wetfish Producers Association

b-faye@pacbell.net




dplesch@earthlink.net
Rod Moore, Executive Director



Pete Leipzig, Executive Director

West Coast Seafood Processors Association

Fishermen’s Marketing Association 

Seafood@integraonline




pete@trawl.org
Dave Bitts, President




Wayne Heikkila, Executive Director

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations
Western Fishboat Owners Association

Dbitts@suddenlink.net




wfoa@charter.net
Vern Goehring, Manager

California Fisheries Coalition

Vern@cal.net
Supporting Associations & Organizations


Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Association

Ventura County Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Port San Luis Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Monterey Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Fishermen’s Association of Moss Landing

Fishermen’s Marketing Association

Santa Cruz Commercial Fishermen’s Marketing Association

Half Moon Bay Fishermen’s Marketing Association

Western Fishboat Owners Association

West Coast Seafood Processors Association

Federation of Independent Seafood Harvesters

Golden Gate Fishermen's Association

California Fisheries Coalition

California Wetfish Producers Association

Recreational Fishing Alliance

Carmel River Steelhead Association

Port San Luis Harbor District

City of Morro Bay Harbor

City of Monterey Harbor

Moss Landing Harbor District

Santa Cruz Port District

Pillar Pt. Harbor, San Mateo County Harbor District

cc: Representative Sam Farr, Congressional District #17

      Donald McIsaac, Executive Director, PFMC

